
Ca echismCa echism    ChroniclesChronicles
This past month, we’ve been exploring the
season of Advent, and how we prepare our
hearts to celebrate the greatest gift of all:
the birth of Jesus, our Savior.

It is a gift in itself to the Catechists and
myself to accompany your children on
their faith journey. I also deeply trust in the
powerful role you have in continuing this
message at home. Together, we create a
beautiful cycle guiding these amazing kids
toward discipleship. 

The work at home, though, is hard. Putting
our faith first (and often) in a world that
seems to encourage us to do otherwise
can leave you feeling like a sacrificial lamb.
Whether it’s introducing prayer, standing
up to  other commitments, or waking up
crabby kid for Sunday Mass it's scary,
intimidating, and just plain difficult. It’s
much easier to go along with the status
quo than to challenge it. I don’t say this
with judgement but with empathy
because I have been in all of those
positions...and not always made the
choice I know I ought to—maybe that’s
why I emphasize the “it takes a village”
mentality because I know how badly I
need one. I also believe that God  didn’t
intend for it to be any other way.

So as we head into the Christmas season, I
hope you find a village so big it doesn’t fit
under your tree—full of people who help
you feel brave enough to challenge the
status quo, empathize with the lows,
rejoice in the highs, and remind you not to
be too hard on yourself. 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a New
Year that’s full of joy, peace, and a little
more grace for the journey ahead!

Dec 25     No KidMin
Jan 1         No KidMin
Jan 8        No KidMin/Catechist Inservice (5-8pm)
Jan 15       KidMin 5-6:15pm
Jan 22      KidMin 5-6:15pm
Jan 25      First Reconciliation Retreat (8am-12pm)
Jan 29      KidMin 5-6:15pm

For the month of dec 2024

All sacrament prep students via Holy
Spirit School, KidMin, and students
working remotely:

Complete Mass Reflection Sheets
twice a month either during Mass or
afterward for reflection. 
Send in a pic of your kiddo for our
prayer board to me at
ackleyl@holyspirit.org. 
Keep praying for your prayer partners
(families) and prayer pals (kids). 

Practice the prayers from the family info
packet. While the kids aren’t expected to
have them memorized, becoming familiar
with them will help them feel more
comfortable.

Remote families should plan to have
homework turned in by January 22nd.  If
you are unable to keep up with the
schedule let me know. The Sacraments
are much more than a box to be checked.
Accommodations can always be made
and timelines can be adjusted. 

Virtual Office Hours January 29th 8:30-
9pm. Parents/families are encouraged to
check in. An email reminder with the link
to join via Zoom will be sent out that day. Always willing to meet for coffee,

Leah

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail-mg.flocknote.com%2Fc%2FeJxszLFuxCAMgOGnge0i2zjny8DQJe-BDGmsoyEiqNK9fZW9__RPX46CgYR9iSj38AJPv0e-K3nhIDnNAV5P3pIkUICXbireIgExIgkRIIdJQBFykIDKgZfiGLba9H20USZtP77GfYzzcuHL0epo3Vv9XKd1G48zdbv2qfVvR-tm_RqPXrQdatXSsHb4W7EcacEZZ1h8j0nftXyqY_gX8r-R_gIAAP__0iVD5Q&data=05%7C02%7Cackleyl%40holyspirit-parish.org%7C02e0f1289b2d4293bac308dd0f2f16da%7C27a7b0e6c31645cea1fc850b5bacd7d0%7C0%7C0%7C638683417130429664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=by8txvKlKgeslKv%2F7rc3uohMOr2h0nGrlXxB3B5TYA4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ackleyl@holyspirit-parish.org
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFE1JXa1qc/iUFBn6XNrFOH305gcWZeZA/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFE1JXa1qc/iUFBn6XNrFOH305gcWZeZA/edit


     Leah Ackley            
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PH 920.788.7640 x 1005
ACKLEYL@HOLYSPIRIT-PARISH.ORG

How d id Mary and
Joseph know Jesus ’  we igh t

when he was born?

This month in KidMin, we’ve been diving into the
season of Advent and discovering its deep
significance in helping to prepare our hearts for
Christmas. We’ve been learning about the four key
themes of Advent—hope, peace, joy, and love—and
how each of these values helps us prepare for the
birth of Jesus. Through games, crafts, and songs,
our kids are learning that Advent is a time to focus
not just on the excitement of the season, but on
the spiritual preparation that helps us celebrate
the miracle of Jesus’ birth with grateful hearts.

Whoever has ears,
let them hear.

Matthew 11:15

As a dog, I have the
best ears in the house
—I can hear the
faintest sound of a
treat bag from a mile
away. Christmas is full
of exciting noises (like
the rustle of wrapping
paper as I help unwrap
all the presents), but
the most important
thing to hear is the
love and joy that fills

What do reindeer hang on
their Christmas trees?

Letters will be sent out after the New Year to each
family confirming their current volunteer hours for the
2024-2025 KidMin year. As indicated in the handbook,
families are required to volunteer at least three times
throughout the year. Currently, nearly 85% of families
have not yet met or committed to this requirement.

Why do we ask this of you? First and foremost, we
cannot run KidMin without your help—key tasks like
Crossing Guards and Hall Monitors are vital to ensure
efficiency and the safety of our kids. Equally important,  
the single most powerful force in a child’s religious
formation is the parent/family at home. Therefore, it is
critically important that you are authentically
engaged. Your presence at KidMin speaks volumes to
your child about the significance of our faith.

Please note, adults 18 and older must complete a
background check and training before volunteering.
For instructions on how to complete this step, contact
Valerie Decoster for more information.

the air. Just like I perk up when I hear that
treat bag, we’re all invited to "perk up"
and listen to the good news of Jesus’ birth.
It’s the best kind of Christmas present—no
wrapping paper required!

Let’s remember the joy of God’s gift and
listen with open hearts to the true
meaning of the season—love, joy, and
maybe a few extra treats for good boys
like me!

Advent Explained
for GK-3

Advent Explained
for G4-5

What do donkeys
send at Christmas?Mule-tide greetings.

Horn-aments!

They had a weigh in a manger!

https://youtu.be/qkYwC1c9wKE?si=pCaunI-ZKg4ahrIw
mailto:ackleyl@holyspirit-parish.org
https://youtu.be/YZjvvE33B4k?si=KLhM6dih-YE7ASbm
https://youtu.be/qkYwC1c9wKE?si=LTQAVgFNIM9joYOg
mailto:decosterv@holyspirit-parish.org


4k-5k grade: PONDERING THE NATIVITY

G1: bringing gifts (aka snacks) like the wisemen

g2: Nativity twister game

g4: stained glass craft

g4: seek and find activity
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g1: PLAYDOH ADVENT WREATHS

g5: cHRISTMAS MOVIE AND PJ NIGHTg4: STAINED GLASS CRAFT

g4: PAJAMA NIGHT

g4K-5k: LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
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g4: PAJAMA NIGHT

g3: advent fortune teller craft



g1: nATIVITY TWISTER
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G4: STAINED GLASS CRAFT

g3: aDVENT WORD SEARCH

g4: lIVE lIKE jESUS pRIZE WINNER

g2: cANDY CANE MINUTE TO WIN IT

g4: aDVENT wREATH LIGHTING
g3
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g4: nATIVITY i HAVE YOU HAS GAME
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or

That

3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Candyfavorite Candy

favorite Yard
Game

favorite Yard
Game

favorite Songfavorite Song

favorite Holidayfavorite Holiday

favorite Game on
phone

favorite Game on
phone

favorite Moviefavorite Movie

favorite Book to
read to kids

favorite Book to
read to kids

Michelle BanksMichelle Banks

What Would You Do If...What Would You Do If...
You were in your favorite tv show?You were in your favorite tv show?

you could ask Jesus one question?you could ask Jesus one question?

You could travel in a time machine?You could travel in a time machine?

Grade 3Grade 3



This
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This
or

That

3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Candyfavorite Candy

favorite Yard
Game

favorite Yard
Game

favorite Songfavorite Song

favorite Holidayfavorite Holiday

favorite Animal
for a pet

favorite Animal
for a pet

favorite Moviefavorite Movie

favorite Book to
read to kids

favorite Book to
read to kids

Molly O’NeillMolly O’Neill

What Would You Do If...What Would You Do If...
You were in your favorite tv show?You were in your favorite tv show?

you could ask Jesus one question?you could ask Jesus one question?

you could give your younger self  advice?you could give your younger self  advice?

Grade 2Grade 2



Grade KGrade K

Neither!

This
or

That

This
or

That

3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Candyfavorite Candy

favorite Yard
Game

favorite Yard
Game

favorite Songfavorite Song

favorite Holidayfavorite Holiday

favorite Ice
Cream

favorite Ice
Cream

favorite Moviefavorite Movie

favorite Book to
read to kids

favorite Book to
read to kids

Leah DobrinskaLeah Dobrinska

What Would You Do If...What Would You Do If...
you could change one event in history?you could change one event in history?

you could talk with Jesus and ask Him one question that
He would answer in a way you could fully understand?

you could talk with Jesus and ask Him one question that
He would answer in a way you could fully understand?

you could go back in time and give your
younger self some advice?

you could go back in time and give your
younger self some advice?



3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Candyfavorite Candy

favorite Yard
Game

favorite Yard
Game

favorite Songfavorite Song

favorite Holidayfavorite Holiday

favorite Animal
for a pet

favorite Animal
for a pet

favorite Moviefavorite Movie

favorite Book to
read to kids

favorite Book to
read to kids

Phil Van ThielPhil Van Thiel

What Would You Do If...What Would You Do If...
you could change one event in history?you could change one event in history?

you could travel back in time?you could travel back in time?

you could go back in time and give your
younger self some advice?

you could go back in time and give your
younger self some advice?
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That

This
or

That

Grade 5Grade 5
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3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Candyfavorite Candy

favorite Colorfavorite Color

favorite Flowerfavorite Flower

favorite Holidayfavorite Holiday

Favorite Book to
read to kids

Favorite Book to
read to kids

favorite Moviefavorite Movie

favorite Emojifavorite Emoji

Eva AckleyEva Ackley

What Would You Do If...What Would You Do If...
you woke up as a character on a tv show?you woke up as a character on a tv show?

You could give your younger self advice?You could give your younger self advice?

you could go back in a time machine?you could go back in a time machine?

Grade 1Grade 1



This
or

That

This
or
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3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Candyfavorite Candy

favorite Yard
Game

favorite Yard
Game

favorite flowerfavorite flower

favorite Holidayfavorite Holiday

favorite Animal
for a pet

favorite Animal
for a pet

favorite Moviefavorite Movie

favorite Book to
read to kids

favorite Book to
read to kids

Liz PiwoschukLiz Piwoschuk

What Would You Do If...What Would You Do If...
you could ask Jesus a question?you could ask Jesus a question?

You could change one event in history?You could change one event in history?

You could travel in a time machine?You could travel in a time machine?

Grade 2Grade 2



This
or
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This
or
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3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

3 Truths and a Lie:
Can you guess which one?

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Subject
in school

favorite Candyfavorite Candy

favorite Ice
Cream

favorite Ice
Cream

favorite Songfavorite Song

favorite Seasonfavorite Season

favorite Animal
for a pet

favorite Animal
for a pet

favorite Foodfavorite Food

favorite Book to
read to kids

favorite Book to
read to kids

Bailey PribbenowBailey Pribbenow

What Would You Do If...What Would You Do If...
you could travel in a time machine, but

only once?
you could travel in a time machine, but

only once?

You woke up as a character in your
favorite TV show?

You woke up as a character in your
favorite TV show?

you could go back in time and give your
younger self some advice?

you could go back in time and give your
younger self some advice?

Grade KGrade K


